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THE POSITION OF THE ETS ON ARTICLE 165 OF THE LISBON TREATY 

 

In July 2008, six team sports federations, now gathered together within the European Team 
Sports Association (hereinafter “ETS”), presented to the French Presidency of the European 
Union their common position in a document entitled “Safeguarding the heritage and future of 
team sport in Europe”. This document made concrete proposals intended to take up some of 
the most important challenges faced in the governance and regulation of team sports. 

As a follow-up to this initiative, the ETS has expressed its satisfaction with the entry into force 
of the Lisbon Treaty, which gives the EU institutions a supporting, complementary 
competence in the field of sport. The ETS believes that the Article 165 of the Lisbon Treaty 
heralds greater recognition of the specificity of sport. 

In this respect, the ETS wishes to express its full and unanimous support for the document 
entitled “UEFA’s position on Article 165 of the Lisbon Treaty”. The ideas, values and claims 
contained in this document fully reflect those of the ETS. 

In particular, the ETS would like to underline its fundamental commitment to the following 
principles: 

‐ Clarification of the legal treatment of sport under community law through guidelines 
which respect the specificity of sport; 

‐ Acknowledgment of the public interest role of sports federations and their ability to 
regulate their respective sports; 

‐ Promotion of alternative ways of resolving disputes in the field of sport (arbitration); 

‐ The principles of promotion and relegation and sporting merit; 

‐ Promotion of measures that reinforce the fairness of competitions and the financial 
stability of competing teams; 

‐ The financial solidarity of elite competitions with amateur sport thanks to the 
centralised sale of media rights; 

‐ Acknowledgment of the federations’ right to accept the placement of bets on their 
competitions, obtain financial compensation for this and take any measures 
necessary to protect the fairness and integrity of these competitions; 

‐ The fundamental importance of youth player development and the central role of the 
federations in this area, as well as the importance of “dual training” and fair 
compensation for training clubs; 
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‐ Limitations on the international transfers of players aged under 18; 

‐ Supervision of the activities of agents and their intermediaries; 

‐ The importance of the fight against doping and the major role of the federations in this 
area; 

‐ The fight against discrimination and violence in sport. 

 

The ETS would also like to draw the EU institutions’ attention to two crucial matters: 

 

The importance of volunteering and the role of volunteers in European sport 

European sport is deeply entrenched in the community and volunteer movements. Their 
selfless commitment underpins grassroots activities, the development of the federations’ 
respective sports and the promotion of sporting values. 

With a view to the forthcoming European Year of Volunteering, the ETS invites the EU 
institutions and member states to underline the importance of volunteering within sport and to 
work towards obtaining a special, suitable legal and fiscal framework for voluntary work. 

 

The preservation and social importance of national teams 

As acknowledged by the Court of Justice of the European Union itself, the rules on eligibility 
and selection for national teams fall within the exclusive competence of the sports 
federations. They also constitute an integral part of the solidarity principle and illustrate the 
pyramid structure of sport in Europe.  

Moreover, the social dimension of national teams is of special importance in Europe because 
these teams represent a unique integration tool, in particular when men and women from 
minorities are selected to represent their country.  

The ETS therefore invites the EU institutions and member states to acknowledge that the 
release of players for their national teams is inherent to the organisation of international 
sports competitions and to underline their commitment to the social role played by national 
teams. 
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Background: The ETS is an association of European team sports federations. It was created 
on 8 December 2009 in Nyon (Switzerland) and, to date, groups together the following 
federations: CEV (Volleyball), EHF (Handball), FIBA Europe (Basketball), FIRA-AER (Rugby), 
IIHF (Ice Hockey) and UEFA (Football). One of the ETS’s statutory missions is to work to 
obtain true recognition of the European sports model and its constituent parts, namely the 
specificity of sport and the autonomy and the central role of the sports federations.  


